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Mooney Acclaim Wins Sport Air Racing League’s Texoma 100 Air Race; Claims Title of Fastest Production Model

Unmodified Standard Factory Acclaim Outraces Everything In Its Class

Kerrville, Texas— A factory-fresh Mooney Acclaim whose only modification—air conditioning-- actually cost it a couple of miles per hour in performance, was recently flown to victory in an official air race by Premier Aircraft Sales Mooney Team Representative (MTR) Patrick Rydzewski.  Competing in the Sport Air Racing League’s Texoma 100 Air Race, Rydzewski piloted the Acclaim over the three legs of the 125 nautical mile course at an average speed of 215.55 miles per hour.  
The Acclaim, which can cruise at speeds as high as 278 mile per hour at Flight Level 250, easily outran its competition despite being limited to about 3,000 AGL throughout the course. It claimed the prize for being the fastest production aircraft in the race and the fastest in its class (280 hp or greater, retractable gear, and turbocharged airplanes), as well.  

Rydzewski, who was competing in an air race for the first time, described his experience as “pretty cool” after winning.  “The name of the game in this type of low altitude ‘dash’ race is to level off and go fast,” he explained.  “The smallest deviation from course or speed costs precious time.  The higher the Acclaim flies, the faster it goes, so I was really only getting about 193 knots true airspeed.    The cool thing is that my Acclaim was equipped with air conditioning, which can slow it down by a few knots…and I still won!  

·         
“Another cool thing is that I missed the start/finish line and had to do a quick 360 degree turn and start again without a fresh time sync…so I lost time there…and still won!

·         My closest competition was a “back-shop, aerodynamically modified” airplane.

·         Some racers come out the day before and fly the course to practice…most of these racers are more experienced, doing this on a regular basis and spend days, weeks, months, etc. prepping their aircraft to shave off airframe drag just to squeeze an extra knot or two…Me?  I have never done this before.  I showed up, jumped into my non-modified, factory fresh Acclaim, plugged in my coordinates in the G1000, turned on the air conditioning, and cruised along the course, hands-off.  The avionics told me where the best winds were for short course legs.  I just looked for traffic as I passed a few racers throughout the race and enjoyed the experience.  Our take-off order was based on fastest to slowest, so passing faster, homebuilt, airplanes was pretty cool, too,” he stated.



The Mooney Acclaim and its latest variant, the Acclaim Type S, set the standard for single engine piston aircraft with cruise speeds, at altitude of 237 knots (273 miles per hour) and 242 knots (278 miles per hour.)  Mooneys have set more than 130 speed records over the company’s 60-plus years of existence.  

About the Sport Air Racing League 
The Sport Air Racing League is a series of races hosted by various entities whether EAA-affiliated or not.  The intent of the League is to offer a friendly, fun, non-professional racing environment for builders and owners to test and improve aircraft modifications.  The watch-words of the League are Fun and Safety.
A safe racing environment is made accessible to people without specific racing experience or training by starting the racers at timed intervals, in a fastest-first starting order. This starting method alleviates passing and prevents head-to-head racing as seen at Reno.  

These types of races are not intended for viewing by spectators, so the short, multi-lap, closed course format is avoided.  Races in this league are primarily a proving ground for aircraft performance enhancements be they in the powerplant or aerodynamic/configuration and are 100 to 400 miles in length.  Safety is stressed and participation by anyone with a valid pilot’s license and an airworthy aircraft is encouraged.  
In addition to the Experimental classes, participating races are encouraged to include various Factory classes for competition among production aircraft within whatever limitations the race host determines.  These limitations might include requiring the race course be completed in some set time limit (effectively limiting the minimum speed allowable).
About Mooney Airplane Company 

Mooney Airplane Company, located in Kerrville, Texas, is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Mooney Aerospace Group, Ltd., a general aviation holding company. Mooney Airplane Company currently produces the world’s fastest, most efficient single engine piston-powered aircraft – the Acclaim Type S, Ovation3 and Ovation2 GX.  All come with standard equipment that includes the Garmin G1000 integrated avionics suite and the Garmin GFC 700 Automatic Flight Control. Since its inception in 1946, the company has manufactured and delivered more than 11,000 aircraft worldwide. Today, more than 7,000 customers in the United States and 1,000 more overseas fly these proven, high-performance airplanes. For more information, visit www.mooney.com. 
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